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he had sent spies to the other city, and was informed that there was
some   scheme  afoot, for  the   king  and  Kaywut   had   been   seen  to
retire to the  tower   before  the   minister was sent  on  the  embassy
ofTering marriage.   On learning that there was only the king's pet, the
magpie, present during the conference, Mahaw sent his pet parrot to
inquire.     The bird flew to the   other   kingdom,  entered the   tower,
and made love to the magpie.    Amidst passionate wooing and idle
talk, the parrot succeeded  in finding out the  true  state  of affairs.
Mahaw then asked   his king for permission to go and prepare  the
bridal palace  in the other  city.    He was  given  permission  to  go.
On   arrival   at   the   other   city, Mahaw   asked   the   king   there   for
authority  to   build   a   palace   and   to   improve   the   appearance   of
the city.    Maha\v had to be humoured, and his request was acceded
to.    Mahaw then sent his men to pull down the houses of various
rich persons in the city, including the house of Kaywut.    The men
desisted only when some payment of money was made to them; the
persons concerned thought of course that they were offering  bribes
without the knowledge of Mahaw, but he had deliberately ordered his
men to take the offered bribes.    When some of his men were thus
creating confusion and intrigue in the city, Mahaw ordered others to
dig an underground passage from outside the city to the apartments
of the queen-mother of Kaywut's king.    When the arrangements had
been completed Mahaw returned to his own city.   He begged his king
to leave him to guard his own city when the king and his ministers
were away to celebrate the marriage.    Permission was granted.   The
king and the other ministers set forth to the other city where they
were shown a welcome until all had entered the gates: then the visitors
were made prisoners.  However, in the meantime, Mahaw had secretly
come with his own men, entered the city by the underground passage,
and taken away as prisoners the queen-mother and other princesses.
Now Mahaw appeared at the city gates demanding the release of his
king and followers.    The demand had to be complied with so as to
obtain the release of the queen-mother.   The enemy king made peace.
He later became great friends with Mahaw, and begged the other king
to allow him to adopt Mahaw as his son.   That king and Mahaw
agreed, and the  latter was  adopted as his son, becoming the chief
minister in place of Kaywut.    The story did not end there.   Kaywut
and   the queen-mother conspired to  get  Mahaw  into trouble and
disgrace, but their plots came to  nothing, the plotters themselves
being severely reprimanded.